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Where should the two ends of the
pigtail be connected

Overview

Connect the free ends of the pigtail wires to the receptacle's screw terminals,
observing the color coding. The white (neutral) pigtail connects to the silver
screw, the black (hot) pigtail connects to the brass screw, and the green or
bare (ground) pigtail connects to the green. The pigtail method uses a short,
dedicated piece of wire, called a pigtail, to connect the main circuit wires to a
single terminal on the electrical device. Instead of running the incoming and
outgoing circuit wires directly onto the receptacle terminals, all corresponding
wires—hot (black). That short conductor is the pigtail, and its presence reflects
one of the most important principles in residential electrical work: keeping the
circuit continuous and reliable regardless of what happens at any single
device. While it may look like extra work compared to simply looping the
circuit. Pigtail connections are most frequently used to ground a switch or
electrical outlet and for electrical devices that need to connect to multiple
circuit wires. Pigtails: W|th them you have only 3 wires connectedtoa
G iSTEasyite push it into the
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With needle-nose pliers, loop one bare copper end
of the wire, ...

A pigtail wire is a short length of wire, with one

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘ end used to connect to a screw terminal on an
g electrical device, and the other end twisted to a
home''s circuit wires with a wire connector (or ...

This guide, led by James Adams of ABR Electric,
walks you through how to pigtail wires properly for
\ \ % a safe and reliable electrical system. [J[] What You"'l
! Learn in This Video: What is...

Learn how to create an electrical pigtail for safe
and secure wiring connections. Follow our step-by-
step guide and essential tools list.

With needle-nose pliers, loop one bare copper end
of the wire, moving in a clockwise direction,

2 around the device's screw terminal. Even if your
switch includes a push-in wire connection, ...
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Normally the termination is done without a pigtail:
connect the two blacks / hots to the receptacle''s
two hot terminal screws, and the two whites to the
receptacle''s two neutral screws.

Connect the pigtail wire to the electrical outlet or
end device by tightening it with a screw. But you
have to loop the bare wire around the screw
terminal first.

Screw terminals are used when connecting a
circuit wire or pigtail (a short section of wire)
directly to a switch, receptacle or other device.
Read the package or instructions to determine the

Connect Pigtail: Attach the other end of the pigtail
wire to the device''s screw terminal or into a push-
in connector, ensuring firm contact. Restore
Power: Turn the breaker back on after ...

Connect the free ends of the pigtail wires to the
receptacle''s screw terminals, observing the color
coding. The white (neutral) pigtail connects to the
silver screw, the black (hot) pigtail ...

A pigtail wire is a short length of wire, with one
end used to connect ...

© 2026 HHC Networks & Smart City Solutions - All rights reserved



Page 4/4

Learn what outlet pigtail wiring is, why electricians
use it for safety and code compliance, and when
the NEC requires it to prevent circuit failure and
fire risks.

Contact Us

For more information, pricing, or custom network solutions, please contact us:

Website: https://www.hashherbcafe.co.za

Email: hello@hashherbcafe.co.za

Phone: +27 63 814 7295

Address: 15 Galaxy Road, Linbro Business Park, Johannesburg, 2065, South
Africa

This document is for informational purposes only. Specifications subject to
change without notice.
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