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How to determine the pins of an
optocoupler

Overview

How can | identify the input and output pins of an optocoupler?

Refer to the optocoupler's datasheet or a circuit diagram. Neglecting this task
could easily result in returns after your product goes to production. The
schematic for an isolated feedback. The diagram represents the pin
configuration diagram and explains the functionality of each pin. Apply a
varying voltage to the input pin.
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How to determine the pins of an optocoupler

Typical optocouplers can handle input and output
currents from a few microamps to tens of
milliamps. There are many optocouplers on the
market and to find the most appropriate for a
particular purpose, ...

The first step is to determine the dynamic
operating range of the feedback pin in the
controller. All controllers are different, so this task
requires some investigation of the data sheet.

In order to design a functionally robust and
reliable application with optocouplers, it is
essential to understand not only the device''s main
parameters and parasitic elements, but also their
tolerances ...

Photocouplers optically links, via transparent
isolating material, a light emitter and a
photodetector. Used as an interface between
circuits with different ground potentials,
photocouplers replace isolation ...

An optocoupler (or opto-isolator) is a component
that transfer signals between circuits using light.
In this guide, you"ll learn how they work and how
yOu can use one in your own projects.
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The pin configuration of PC817 Optocoupler is

B shown below, This IC includes 4 pins 2 input pins,
L{, and 2 output pins where each pin and its
A functionality is discussed below.

Optocouplers are available in many different
packages and configurations. One typical symbol
that can be found — an infrared diode and a
phototransistor together in a 4-pin package — is
shown in Figure 2.

- Always refer to the datasheet of the specific model
you are using for precise details. The pin
configuration for a common 4-pin optocoupler
(e.g., PC817) is as follows: Positive terminal of the

The diagram represents the pin configuration
diagram and explains the functionality of each pin.
In this pinout diagram of PC817, pinl and pin2 are
parts of the input side and pin3 - pin4 are output
pins.

How can | identify the input and output pins of an
optocoupler? Refer to the optocoupler''s datasheet
or a circuit diagram. These resources will clearly
indicate the function of each pin. If a ...

To check the orientation of an optocoupler, refer to
the datasheet for pin configuration and look for
“ markings on the IC. Use a multimeter to test the
LED ...
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Contact Us

For more information, pricing, or custom network solutions, please contact us:

Website: https://www.hashherbcafe.co.za

Email: hello@hashherbcafe.co.za

Phone: +27 63 814 7295

Address: 15 Galaxy Road, Linbro Business Park, Johannesburg, 2065, South
Africa

This document is for informational purposes only. Specifications subject to
change without notice.

© 2026 HHC Networks & Smart City Solutions - All rights reserved


http://www.tcpdf.org

